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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: MARIO SOARES VIEWS ON CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE 

1. LAST NIGHT (FEB 28) I HAD BRIEF PRIVATE TALK WITH SOARES 
ON LOCAL POLITICAL SITUATION. FIRST SUBJECT I RAISED WAS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LISBON 01 146 011241Z 

INSTITUTION ALTZATTON OF AFM. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


2. SOARES SAID THE WORST WAS OVER ON THIS ISSUE. THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES HAD MUSTERED CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT AGAINST 
THE MOST OBJECTIONABLE AFM PROPOSALS AND HE WAS CONFIDENT A 
REASONABLE COMPROMISE WOULD BE REACHED. 

3. 1 OBSERVED THAT THE SITUATION SEEMED TO HAVE STABILIZED A 
BIT THESE LAST TWO WEEKS. SOARES SAID MATTERS HAD INDEED 
IMPROVED. FOR ONE THING THE COMMUNISTS HAD OVERPLAYED THEIR 
HAND BY HOLDING SO MANY RALLIES IN RURAL AREAS. THE PEOPLE WERE 
REACTING AGAINST THE PCP'S HIGH DECIBEL TACTICS. WHILE 
COMMUNISTS HAVE LOST GROUND, THEY ARE STILL DANGEROUS. 

4. 1 SAID I ALSO SENSED A STRONGER REACTION AMONG MODERATE 
MILITARY ELEMENTS. FOR EXAMPLE I HAD LUNCHED TODAY WITH TWO 
GENERALS WHO WERE "FED UP" WITH EXCESSES. SOARES SAID THAT 
"FED UP" WAS THE RIGHT WORD. THE MODERATE MIT, IT ARY WAS TAKING 
A STRONGER POSTURE. 

5. TOLD SOARES I WAS CONCERNED ABOUT VIOLENT TACTICS AGAINST 
POLITICAL RALLIES. A PATTERN OF VIOLENCE COULD DIVERT GOP FROM 
ITS DEMOCRATIC PATH. AFM COULD CERTAINLY TAKE MORE EFFECTIVE 
COUNTER MEASURES THAN IT HAS TO DATE. NO ONE IN AUTHORITY HAD 
EVEN CONDEMNED VIOLENT TACTICS. 

6. SOARES SAID HE HAD CONDEMNED VIOLENCE (BUT HE DID THIS IN 
POLITICAL NOT OFFICIAL CAPACITY). HE ALSO NOTED THAT VIOLENCE 
WAS NOT BEING PERPETRATED BY PCP BUT BY DISSIDENT GROUPS SUCH 
AS LUAR AND MRPP. 

7. TOLD SOARES I HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS BUT THAT IF HE FOUND IT 
HELPFUL I WAS CERTAIN HE COULD SAY I HAD EXPRESSED USG CONCERN 
OVER EMERGING PATTERN OF VIOLENCE AND LACK OF ADEQUATE COUNTER 
MEASURES. SOARES GAVE POLITE BUT NON-COMMITTAL RESPONSE. THE 
NEXT DAY THE AFM ISSUED A STATEMENT CONDEMNING VIOLENCE (BEING 
REPORTED SEPARATELY), BUT I DOUBT THIS CONVERSATION HAD ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH IT. 

8. WHILE I WAS MEETING WITH SOARES, DCM WAS MEETING WITH HIS 
PRINCIPAL AIDE IN PSP. CUNHA REGO, WHO EXPOUNDED ON SOME OF POINTS 
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MADE BY SOARES. CUNHA REGO CONVERSATION BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. 
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